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after testified to a certain facility in the making of verses.
They were largely translations. It has been said that
he played the violin. This is true, but he was an amateur,
and when he played it was usually to the distress of his
family. He had two quite precious violins, One of
them was afterward purchased by Vieuxtemps, and was
used by him in his public performances.

He loved the companionship of men and women, but
he approached society through the gates of Bohemia, and
found his friends among men and women of gifts and
accomplishment. When the evening shadows signalled
the hour for the shutters to go up, he went forth for an
evening in the cafes, where he knew he would find the
musicians and singers and painters, Continental as well
as British, with whom his unaffected good humour and a
certain gay wit made him welcome.

On one of his visits to the Continent, in 1850, he met
Madame Erminia Rudersdorff, whose wonderful voice,
style, and dramatic temperament had raised her to a
position at the elbow of the greatest contemporary sing-
ers. He at once became a suitor for her hand. When
he returned to London his former haunts knew him no
more, except when he came to hear of her from the latest
arrival from the Continent. Letters of great ardour and
perseverance followed, and finally he was rewarded with
a message to come and get her. They were married in
the spring of 1851, at the conclusion of her season, and
came back to London to a comfortable little home in
Upper Barclay Street, Portman Square,

This was Erminia Rudersdorff's second marriage.
When quite a young girl she met and was married to Dr.
Kiichenmeister, a professor of mathematics, astronomy
and philosophy in the University of Frankfort, Although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